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Visitor Rules

Visiting hours: 
The trail is open to the public from Victoria Day to Labour Day, 7 days a week, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. The site is 
closed to visitation for the winter from Labour Day to Victoria Day. 

Visitor Rules:
Keep vehicles to designated parking area:  This will help us protect vulnerable cultural and archaeological 
heritage across the site. Off-Road Vehicles (ORV’s) and dirt bikes are prohibited on site.  

Register your group: You must register in advance and obtain a permit to be on-site. The maximum number of 
persons on site at once cannot exceed six (6) people without explicit permission from NCC. Please call us upon 
your arrival for your own safety. The permit holder is responsible for the conduct of all persons visiting the site.  A 
permit may only be issued to one person in a group who is 16 years of age or older. The permit holder must be 
present on site and be prepared to show the permit to site authorities.

Stay together: This trail is part of a wildlife and biodiversity reserve. There are wild animals on the property. 
Feeding or harassing the wild animals is strictly forbidden. NCC cannot provide security on site, so stay aware of 
your surroundings at all times. Never leave children unattended. Pets must be leashed at all times.

No camping or fires: Anyone found camping or making a fire on site will be reported to police authorities for 
removal. Campfire stoves, cooking, fireworks and sky lanterns are prohibited. Picnic tables are provided for rest 
and refreshment only. 

Take your garbage: Visitors are expected to take their own garbage with them. Do not to leave any garbage on 
site to attract wildlife to the trail. If you cannot take your garbage off-site, place it in the secure garbage enclosure 
provided. 

No disturbances: Excessive noise, disturbance or damage to the site, its resources or property, or any fighting, 
screaming, obscene language or rude behaviour will result in eviction from the property. Failure to comply will 
result in enforcement actions which may include a public disturbance or breach of peace charge under the 
Criminal Code and/or a ban from the site and all other NCC sites in Canada for one year. Failure to obey an 
eviction order by NCC staff by remaining in or returning to the site or another NCC property will result in further 
criminal charges. 
No hunting. Hunting on site is strictly prohibited. Loaded firearms cannot be carried or discharged within 300 
metres of any adjoining roadway, designated trail or publicly accessible area. There are NCC-specific restrictions 
on hunting on its lands that is regulated by permit, and only permissible in designated hunting zones. Call NCC at 
204-XXX-XXXX to obtain a hunting permit for one of its designated hunting zones. Failure to comply may result in 
enforcement actions taken against you such as arrest, criminal charge, and ban from the site. 

Enter at your own risk: NCC will not be held liable for injuries sustained on property or loss or damage to vehicle 
or its content while on site.

Alcohol, cannabis or other drugs are strictly prohibited from consumption on site. 

Stay on the path! There is significant cultural heritage located across the site and our aim is to preserve it in place 
forever. Please take only photos and leave nothing but footprints. 

Please report firearms, looters, delinquent behaviour and emergencies to NCC staff

204-XXX-XXXX
Thank you for your cooperation. Enjoy your visit! NCC Management

Please respect Visitor Rules for 
everyone’s safety and enjoyment!
Remember, you are in bear country and are a visitor on private property thanks to the 
generosity of Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and its donors and supporters. NCC 

reserves the right to have anyone removed from the site if they are found to be 
disobeying the rules in the judgement of NCC staff. (Words: 63)
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The Assiniboine 
River 

The Assiniboine River gets it name from the Assiniboine 
people (Nakota Nation or Nakoda Oyate) who made it their 
home. The word Assiniboine was used by French fur traders 
in the 18th Century. It means "those who cook by placing 
stones in water" (also Stoney). The river’s traditional name 
was the Blood or Red River, which in the language of their 
neighbours and allies the Cree people is mithcoo (today 
miiko or miikwa). The river is a key element in the story of 
Fort Ellice and the 11,000-year-old cultural landscape 
within which it was established. Its chief tributaries are the 
Qu’Appelle and Souris Rivers. From its source in eastern 
Saskatchewan, it flows southeastward into Manitoba and 
thence eastward where it cuts a wide and scenic valley 
through the Manitoba Escarpment draining an ancient 
glacial spillway into a broad fertile plain once home to vast 
herds of buffalo (bison bison). It joins the Red River of the 
North at Winnipeg and served as a key link to the Red River 
Settlement for Fort Ellice despite its relative isolation. 
(Words: 177)

1: Paddling a canoe on the Assiniboine River by Manitoba artist Clarence 
Tillenius; 2: A York boat or batteau on the Assiniboine River at Fort Garry, 
circa 1885. City of Edmonton Archives (Arrival of the Reader Family from The 
Pas by York Boat to Upper Fort Garry); 3: The S.S. Marquette, the first 
sternwheel steamer on the Assiniboine River to make it as far as Fort Ellice. 
Daly House Museum - CA DHM 1993.669-1993.669. c.1879-1888, 
https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/ss-marquette.; 4: Logs being floated down the 
Assiniboine River to Hanbury Manufacturing Company and others in Brandon 
turned the Assiniboine into a veritable river of sticks by the turn of the 
20thC. Photo: Brandon: A City retrieved from http://indieo.ca/featuring-
john-hanbury-brandon-lumber-baron-1900-1914/
(Words: 107) 

Panel 2

http://indieo.ca/featuring-john-hanbury-brandon-lumber-baron-1900-1914/


The Assiniboine 
River 

Panel 2

The Assiniboine River was central to the Northwestern fur trade. European 

fur traders such as Henry Kelsey (1690-92), LaVérendrye (1737-38) and 

Anthony Henday (1754-55) are all known to have been escorted by Cree and 

Nakota Nations along her twisted path. No other Europeans had yet set foot 

in this country because trade with Europeans was still localized on Hudson’s 

Bay, with Cree and Nakota acting as intermediaries in the aspen parkland 

and prairie transition zone through which the Assiniboine river flows.  It was 

only after LaVérendrye built Fort la Reine (1837) near present-day Portage-

la-Prairie that the Assiniboine became well travelled by fur traders. He called 

it Rivière St. Charles. Beaver, the currency of the fur trade, was not plentiful 

along the Assiniboine. Trade in southern Manitoba focused more on 

provisioning pemmican to the voyageur brigades going north to distant 

posts than on actual gathering of furs, therefore some posts evolved into 

weigh stations, central distribution or administration points, and even retail 

and service centres. Fort Ellice became one of these central distribution 

points by virtue of it being at the crossroads of many trails with access to 

the Assiniboine River for its boat-and-cart brigades. From this point on the 

Assiniboine, at the heart of the continent, points as far west as the Rockies, 

as far south as the Gulf of Mexico, as far north as the Hudson’s Bay, and as 

far east as the Great Lakes could be reached via connected waterways. In 

the last decade before the railway came through here (1880s), 7 sternwheel 

steamers plied the Assiniboine’s course to Fort Ellice. It was not unusual for 

them to get stuck in her shallow waters and sandbars. In the 20thC the river 

was used mainly for floating wood to larger centres for commercial use. 

(Words: 295) 



Donor recognition

Nature Conservancy of Canada thanks its partners the Town 
of St. Lazare, the R.M. of Ellice-Archie, the Ellice Manitoba 
Métis Federation local and CDEM for acting as the driving 
force behind the creation of this interpretive trail. The 
partners thank the Cree, Anishinabe, Nakota, Dakota and 
Métis Nations of western Manitoba and eastern 
Saskatchewan for their participation and contributions to 
this project and ongoing efforts to help better integrate 
traditional Indigenous knowledge into NCC’s long-term 
sustainable land-use and conservation practices at Fort 
Ellice. This historical interpretive trail project was made 
possible with funding from the Government of Manitoba, 
the Government of Canada, the R.M. of Ellice-Archie, and 
from generous private donations by people with a shared 
vision to ensure the perpetuity and health of this 
prairie/parkland ecosystem. 
(Words: 126)

[List of donors]
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Welcome to Fort Ellice

Aaniin(Saulteaux/Ojibway/Anishinabe)
Tawow/Tânsi (Cree, Nêhiyaw) 
Iyuskin/Kuwa (Dakota)
Hàu (Nakota, Assiniboine, Stoney) 
Taanishi (Métis, Michif) 
Mihapmak (Mandan) 
Bienvenue (French) 
Welcome (English) 

These words of welcome represent 8 languages spoken by 
the people who traded, lived, or worked at the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s Fort Ellice during the 6 turbulent decades 
that it operated in the 19th Century. (Words: 54)
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Site map

The Fort Ellice walking trail is a X km loop that includes 5 
interpretive nodes alongside the picturesque Assiniboine 
River valley where you will learn more about the people 
and events that shaped the Fort Ellice cultural landscape. 
The walking trail follows the edge of the remnants of the 
once commanding Fort Ellice No.2 (1862-1890). Located 
elsewhere on the property are its predecessor Fort Ellice 
No.1 (1832-1862) and other archaeologically, culturally, 
and spiritually significant protected areas which we ask 
your help in preserving by keeping to the designated trail. 
Thank you for your cooperation. Enjoy your visit! 
(Words: 97)
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NCC conservation 
message

With the help of our partners and donors, in 2012 Nature 
Conservancy of Canada (NCC) purchased this property with 
the intent to preserve some of the last 10% of Manitoba’s 
prairie grasslands. Grasslands like these at Fort Ellice have 
long been synonymous with Canada’s Prairie provinces and 
buffer our waterways, sequester carbon, provide habitat for 
pollinators and are the foundation of sustainable ranching 
economies in rural communities. This species-rich area 
features mixed-grass prairie, aspen forests, riverbank and 
floodplain forests, sandhill prairie and sand dunes, 
wetlands, streams, freshwater springs and willow 
shrublands. Large mammals, like elk, moose, bear and 
Canada lynx roam the property. Threatened birds, such as 
Sprague’s pipit and chestnut-collared longspur, depend 
upon their unique grasslands habitat for survival. Our Fort 
Ellice 3 project is a rare conservation opportunity. The old 
HBC Reserve (3,000 acres), together with its surrounding 
15,783-hectare (39,000-acre) Ellice-Archie Community 
Pasture is a key land holding and biodiversity reserve that is 
one of the last large intact expanses of native prairie in the 
province. Fort Ellice 3, with its breathtaking natural beauty 
enhanced by the Assiniboine River and Beaver Creek valleys 
is a national treasure. (Words: 188)

Panel 3

An unassuming bird with plain buffy 
plumage, Sprague’s Pipit possesses an 
amazing song flight, hovering on 
rapidly fluttering wings high above its 
territory, singing a lovely, downward-
swirling song during bursts of gliding. 
This species is very difficult to find in 
its prairie and grasslands habitats, 
often not seen until it flushes from 
nearly underfoot. Because Sprague’s 
Pipit relies on native prairie and 
grasslands, its populations have 
declined tremendously as a result of 
the destruction of these habitats 
across interior North America. 
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/
Spragues_Pipit/overview (Words: 84)

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Spragues_Pipit/overview


Directional Signpost
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Map of trails 
radiating from Fort 
Ellice. Johnson’s 
map. Lamontagne 
overlay and names. 
[source]
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Existing monument 
and plaque 

Fort Ellice. Established at Beaver Creek, 1831, 
by the Hudson's Bay Co., replacing earlier 
posts of this and North West Companies. 
Esperance, 1783, Cuthbert Grant's House, 
1793, Montagne a la Bosse 1794, Beaver 

House, about 1817, and others - depots for 
Indian trade, and pemmican. Rebuilt on this 
site, 1862, as a strategic point in north west 

trails and trade.“ (Words: 58)

Not a panel



Acknowledgements  
Past Stewardship 

Additional text if desired:

This cairn was unveiled June 10, 1935 by the Foxwarren Great War Veterans 
Association and volunteers. The plan, formulated in the late 1920s was for a cairn 
to be erected  commemorating the fur trade in the two valleys, the Assiniboine 
and the Qu'Appelle. Old Fort Ellice stood at the confluence of these two historic 
waterways. The historical designation was given by the Province of Manitoba. The 
cairn  was constructed from local initiative and the Government of Canada 
supplied the bronze tablet embedded in the stone. On the day of the ceremony 
4000 people were in attendance.  The ribbon was cut by William Longclaws, the 
fort's last known employee, aged 89 at the time. The cairn was erected by stone 
mason Robert Mitchell of Rossburn. The cornerstone was laid by William McKay's 
son, Mr. Justice James McKay, who was born at Fort Ellice.  At the base of the cairn 
are two stone posts. Centred on top of each is a round inlay of lead about an inch 
in diameter. These posts were used by the early surveyors as a base to check their 
chains in order to be sure they were the correct length when they took to the field. 
As is the custom, papers, a few old coins, a history of the district and a family 
history of the James Falloon family are embedded in the cairn. (Words: 227)

Speakers and distinguished guests at the unveiling ceremonies of the 
commemorative cairn at Fort Ellice, June 10, 1935. R.M. of Ellice 

Centennial Book Committee, Ellice 1883-1983. (Words: 26)

Efforts to conserve Fort Ellice started just as soon as Fort Ellice closed down 
in 1890-92. In 1891, Mr. James Collyer, a local justice of the peace and game 
guardian owned the land at the mouth of Beaver Creek. He had successfully 
reintroduced a colony of beavers to the area and like others, took interest in 
mapping the old forts of the region. More attempts were made in the 1930s 
and 40s by the Foxwarren Great War Veterans Association to bring historic 
recognition to the area for its significant fur trade history which resulted in 
the placing of this cairn. Community efforts to preserve this place that still 
holds meaning for so many continues to today.  (Words: 114)
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Acknowledgments 
First Nations

Left top: First Nations family moving camp, a 
sketch by Henry James Warre, a British 
military officer who passed through Fort Ellice 
in 1845.  In To the Oregon Territory 1845-
1846 with Lieut. Henry Warre, D.E. 
Schoenherr (ed.), 1976, LAC.
Left Centre: Rare drawing of a Nakota hunter 
running a buffalo drawn by a Nakota warrior 
and hunter in 1854. [source]
Right: "Assiniboine (Nakota) Hunting Buffalo," 
1851, by artist Paul Kane (LAC). (Words: 71)

Panel 5

You are on ancestral and sacred lands of the Nakota 
(Assiniboine), Plains Cree (Nêhiyaw), Western Ojibway 
(Saulteaux), Dakota and Métis Nations, traditional buffalo 
hunters of the Northern Great Plains. Fort Ellice is located 
physically in Treaty No. 2 territory bordering Treaty No. 4. 
The Saulteaux under Chief Wa-wa-se-capow (or The man 
proud of standing upright) and Chief Ota-ma-koo-ewin (or 
The man who stands on the earth) signed adhesions to 
Treaty No. 4 here at Fort Ellice September 21, 1874 in a 
supplemental treaty to Treaty No. 4, known as the “Fort 
Ellice Treaty”. (Words: 93)



Acknowledgements
First Nations

The Iron Confederacy, also Nêhiyaw Pwat (in Plains Cree), was a an 
economic, political and military alliance of the Northeastern Plains of North 
America. Its members, Cree, Nakota, Saulteaux and Métis consisted of a 
network of bands that shared common interests, kinship ties, and common 
enemies, generally the Blackfoot Confederacy to the West and the Dakota 
and their kin and allies to the South. It dominated this region during the mid-
1700s when the Confederacy operated as middlemen in the fur trade at 
Hudson’s Bay controlling the goods that went in or out of the Plains. Over 
time, decline in trade, the collapse of the bison herds due to commercial 
overhunting, and successive epidemics significantly weakened the 
Confederacy. By the 1860s, there are many newspaper reports about 
starving Indigenous peoples arriving at Fort Ellice for help. Though Fort Ellice 
was open to all except Americans (according to HBC policy), the Dakota were 
welcomed here as they flee from the American army, preferring to live 
among their traditional enemies in what they still consider part of their 
ancestral lands. In spite of the state of things, the Nêhiyaw Pwat resisted 
settler encroachment. Eight leaders in the Confederacy heeded Métis leader 
Gabriel Dumont's call to participate in the 1885 North-West Resistance. 
Sadly, like Métis leader Louis Riel, eight of their leaders and heroes were also 
put to death by hanging. After their capture, the people were scattered here 
and there, onto segregated reserves and residential schools meant to “kill 
the Indian in the child” through forced assimilation and cultural genocide – a 
direct contradiction of the spirit and intent of the treaties and promises.  
(Words: 270)

Left: First Nations of the 
Northeastern Plains of Canada 
during the time of Fort Ellice 
(1831-1890) (“Distribution of 
Plains Indians.” Encyclopedia 
Britannica, "Plains Indian People" 
2008).
Below: Fort Ellice is located at a 
major crossroads of trails in the 
Métis Nation Homeland. This map 
of the Métis Nation Homeland was 
published by the Métis National 
Council (MNC) in December 2018, 
and overlaps with traditional First 
Nation territories with whom 
there are kinship ties. (Words: 73)
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In this region, the Iron Confederacy played a major role in 
buffalo hunting, fur trading and especially in the pemmican 
trade. (Words: 21)



Acknowledgements 
Métis

This monument is to commemorate the Métis 
people of Canada and their significant and 
historical contribution to the Fort Ellice and 

other forts across Western Canada. The Métis 
were scouts, guides, buffalo hunters, translators 

who literally built the Fort Ellice. Many were 
born here. May history never forget this Métis 

Nation. (Words: 51)

[Existing inscribed stella being held by Terri Hainey to be 
installed on a monument]

Not a Panel
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The early 1800’s was a time of realignment of the fur trade. In the West, fur-bearing animals 
had in been exhausted in many places already, competition was fierce, and traders were 
reaching out to various First Nations in an effort to attract their business. In 1832, HBC 
Governor George Simpson reported on the third and last of the Brandon House posts 
(present-day Brandon) which Fort Ellice would come to replace. In it he explains that in the 
autumn of 1830, the American Fur Company under John Jacob Astor, their remaining rivals, 
built a post at the forks of the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers 483 Km (300 miles) south of 
the Qu’Appelle valley. It proved attractive to the Nakota (Assiniboine) who were favorably 
received there, so much so that some Cree followed suit. Concerned about the loss of 
business, Simpson sent two parties across the border from Brandon House at some risk to 
his men. Nakota and Cree traders there said that they "felt that they were not on their own 
lands" and worried they would "run the risk of becoming involved in difficulties with the 
Crow, Mountain, Fall and other tribes from that part of the country." They suggested they 
would be likely to return to their own lands to trade if a post were to accommodate them. 
Thus, Fort Ellice was established in 1831 and named after Edward Ellice who was responsible 
for the merger of the HBC and North-West Company.  According to the Minutes of Council, 
Northern Department of Rupert's Land it’s purpose was "to protect the trade of the 
Assiniboines and Crees of the Upper Red River District from the American opposition on the 
Missouri..." (1831). (Words: 279)

Establishment of 
Fort Ellice 

HBC Governor George Simpson 
took charge after the company's 
merger with the North-West 
Company. He was known for his 
regular inspection tours to HBC 
forts all over the North-West, as 
seen in this image of a trip up the 
Assiniboine River. (Provincial 
Archives of Manitoba, Fitzgerald) ; 
HBC Governor Sir George Simpson 
on a tour of inspection complete 
with bagpiper. Source HBC 
Archives, FT2.1-28 retrieved from 
http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb
_history/55/divergingidentities.sh
tm. (Words: 67)

Panel 6

"With a view therefore, of depriving our opponents of a branch of 
trade in buffalo robes which they derived from the Assiniboines, 
and of securing to ourselves the few furs which are still to be 
collected in that part of the district, we determined in council last 
summer on re-occupying that country by a post  (Fort Ellice) which 
was established last fall, and has done fully as well as we had 
reason to hope, and altho' it has not yet withdrawn the 
Assiniboines from the Missouri, we expect that they will join us in 
the course of the present year.“ (Words: 100) 

http://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/55/divergingidentities.shtm


The Little Forks

Left: [Example is a screenshot of a map of Manitoba taken 
from the Manitoba Museum's Parklands Gallery interactive 
exhibit with the Assiniboine Delta area encircled showing 
where the parklands and prairies biomes meet in 
Southwestern Manitoba where Fort Ellice is located.]
Centre: Illustration of a buffalo chase that took place near 
Fort Ellice in 1859 as reported on by New York Evening Post 
correspondent Manton Marble in 1860 in To Red River and 
Beyond published in Harper’s Magazine. The Library of 
Congress, Americana collection: New York. Sloan 
Foundation. Retrieved from 
https://archive.org/details/toredriverbeyond00marb/page/
n55/mode/2up).
Right: “Return of the Hunters”, also M. Marble in Harper’s 
Magazine. When hunting parties would return to the Fort 
there would be a party to celebrate their arrival. (Words: 
103)

Panel 7

The strategic and picturesque location selected for Fort 
Ellice is where the edge of the prairies meets the aspen 
parklands on a high plateau with a view for three days. First 
Nations and Métis had gathered here for hundreds of 
generations to trade and hunt. This ensured the HBC would 
have business. At the “Little Forks” or “P’tite Fourche” 
buffalo were once plentiful. With its easy access to a good 
supply of wood for heating and construction and multiple 
freshwater springs in the vicinity, the people at the fort had 
everything they needed to survive even during times of 
duress. (Words: 94)

https://archive.org/details/toredriverbeyond00marb/page/n55/mode/2up


The defence function was not necessarily military in nature but rather one of 
defence against American competition in the fur trade. Some military 
preparedness was undertaken, this being the most noticeable in the 
selection of fortifications, and in its location. Fort Ellice No.1 (1832-1862) 
was built in a square surrounded by a stockade with a wooden tower or 
bastion on each corner. Its advantages were its high ground chosen to 
facilitate trade with First Nations while avoiding surprise attacks and annual 
flooding. Fort Ellice No.1 was much smaller than the later Fort Ellice No.2 
(1862-1890). In this earlier period, trade was conducted through wickets or 
portholes in the stockade for the safety of employees. It was William Todd, 
Fort Ellice’s first Chief Trader who emphasized the need for its rapid 
construction in a letter to Alexander Christie at Fort Garry on June 13, 1831. 
The reasons he noted for the urgency included ensuring enough time in the 
short summer to send boats from the Qu’Appelle River with the supplies 
they would need to get the project going, getting people to the site to select 
and fix on a situation for it, and to have sufficient time to build and finish it 
for trade with the thousands of First Nations expected that fall. Some, he 
expected, were  “likely to be troublesome if not duly prepared to received 
them“ given the promise of a fort north of the international border to 
accommodate them.
(Words: 246)

Paramilitary Role

Left: First Nations arriving at Fort Ellice No.1 
on Beaver Creek to trade. (Marble, M. 
(1860). To Red River and Beyond (Second 
Paper). The Library of Congress, Americana 
collection: New York. P80. Sloan Foundation. 
Retrieved from 
https://archive.org/details/toredriverbeyon
d00marb/page/n55/mode/2up. )
Right: By the late 1840s, after the worst of 
the smallpox epidemics, Fort Ellice No.1 was 
falling into disuse and in need of repairs as 
reported by Warre and Vavasour. (Great 
Britain, Foreign Office, Papers Relating to 
the Expedition of Lieutenants Warre and 
Vavasour to the Oregon Territory, 1846; 
Reverend Daniel M. Gordon, Mountain and 
Prairie (Montreal: Dawson Bros., 1880), 
p.296.)  (Words: 99)

Panel 8

The history of Fort Ellice is an integral part of the history of 
the North-West. While the fort functioned primarily as a fur 
collection and provisioning post of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, it also played several subsidiary roles. One of 
these was paramilitary in nature, involving the dual 
functions of defense and pacification. (Words: 53)

https://archive.org/details/toredriverbeyond00marb/page/n55/mode/2up


Construction on 
Fort Ellice II started 
in 1862 and was 
completed in 1865. 
The fort was sold 
by the HBC in 1890 
and abandoned by 
1892. [source]

Since the front gates of the fort faced the valley, and were 30 yards from the edge, access 
to it would have been difficult for an attacking party. Manoeuvrability and defensive cover 
would have been negligible. With a good well within the fort, any attack could have been 
sustained for some time, as the fort was almost continually full of provisions. The new 
fort’s chief defence feature was again the stockade. It was also square and 15 feet high, 
fitted with a bastion on each corner. It is possible that each bastion was equipped with a 
small cannon, but it is also possible that their sole defence function was as observation 
posts. An observation gallery completed the stockade. The Fort Ellice stockade is an 
indicator of the varying degrees to which defence was considered necessary. In fact, the 
story of continual pacification of the First Nations may be read quite literally in the 
progressive lowering of the stockade over time. In spring 1877, it had been lowered to 12 
feet, and by 1879, the Reverend Daniel M. Gordon recorded that the fort “was no longer 
surrounded by a palisade for protection from the Indians.” The fort continued to exist for 
another 11 years after Reverend Gordon made his observation, at which time, it was sold 
to one of its employees, Mr. Thomas Wheeler who continued the trade privately for 
another two years before realizing the effort was futile and abandoning the project. The 
fort was then largely dismantled leaving only a few chimneys. These were also dismantled 
over the years leaving only the archaeological site here today. (Words: 267)Paramilitary Role

Panel 9

From 1850-1880, the North-West existed in a sort of limbo. The old order was dying, but the new order had only begun to establish 
itself. It was a time of accelerated change, confusion and fear for its original inhabitants. The HBC’s abdication of responsibility, 

coupled with the waning fur trade, redefined the role of Fort Ellice. After 1856, it changed from a fur collection centre to a provisions 
and distribution post, which prompted the construction of the larger Fort Ellice No. 2 from 1862-1865. The site chosen was three 

miles east of Fort Ellice No. 1 as it was said to ensure easier access to the post from the territories’ trail hub and better proximity to 
First Nations in the more southern regions of the Touchwood Hills, Moose Mountain and Turtle Mountain. Although the American Fur 
Company had gone out of business by 1847, competition from Americans did not cease. Fort Ellice continued to fulfill this defence-

against-competition function until the 1870s, by which time trading in both furs and buffalo robes was very limited. (Words: 174)



An extensive network of trails and waterways 

converged upon Fort Ellice making it a transportation 

hub. These afforded not only transportation links with 

other posts, but also channels of rapid access and 

communication in the event of an attack on the fort. 

(Words: 42)

Known variously as the Fort Ellice-Fort Carlton Trail, Saskatchewan Trail, Fort 
Edmonton Trail and the Fort Garry Trail depending on the direction in which 
you were headed, it was Western Canada’s original Indigenous super-
highway which Indigenous Peoples and later fur traders, explorers, 
missionaries, surveyors and settlers travelled. It was the longest of all the 
trails in the North-Western Trails System that was developed by the Métis 
Nation in 19th Century from fewer and older First Nations trails. At 1450 km 
long (900 miles), it took two months to travel from Fort Garry to Fort 
Edmonton, with Fort Ellice marking the strategic mid-way point on the 
journey – and therefore a perfect place to rest and refresh the animals. The 
trail follows a similar trajectory as the Yellowhead highway and traces of it 
can still be found here and there in the bushes. In some places, the deep ruts 
left by the carts are still visible to the naked eye. Métis likely travelled the 
trail with their cart caravans as early as the 1830s. By the mid-1800s, Fort 
Ellice stood at the bustling mid-way point stopping place at the hub of 7 
trails: the Ellice-Carlton and it two southern branches that came from 
Portage-la-Prairie, the Pelly, the Qu’Appelle-Old Wives, the Moose Mountain 
and Turtle Mountain Trails. (Words: 214)Crossroad of many trails

Panel 10

Map of trails radiating from Fort Ellice. Johnson’s map. Lamontagne overlay and names. 
[source]
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